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Remarks Following a Tour of Wright
Manufacturing, Inc., in Frederick,
Maryland

January 18, 2008

The President. Let me tell you why I'm
here. This man started his own business. He
is a manufacturer; he employs over a hun-
dred people; and he represents the backbone
of the American economy. And today I talked
about our economy, and the fundamentals
are strong, but there’s uncertainty. And
there’s a opportunity to work with Congress
to pass a progrowth package thatll deal with
the uncertainty.

Any package has got to remember that jobs
are created by small businesses. A good pack-
age will have incentives for investment in it.
The package we passed early in my adminis-
tration helped him. He bought some equip-
ment, made his firm more productive, kept
him in business. That's the same spirit that
needs to be in this next growth package.

The other thing is, is that we got to make
sure that we benefit consumers. We want our
consumers out there spending, and the best
way to do that is through broad-based tax
relief. Now, this plan ought to be broad-
based, it ought to be simple, and it ought
to be temporary.

I had a conversation with Congressman,
with the leadership on both sides of the aisle
yesterday, and I was encouraged by what I
heard. And I believe we can come together
on a growth package very quickly. We're
going to need to. We need to get this deal
done and get it out and get money in the
hands of our consumers and small-business
owners to help this economy.

I'm optimistic; I truly am. One reason I'm
optimistic is cause I understand we got all
kinds of Americans just like this man here,
working hard to provide a living for folks and
to make a product people want.

And so, while there’s some uncertainty
right now, if we act quickly and in a smart
way that helps growth, we're going to be just
fine.

Anyway, thanks for letting me come by.
I'm proud to be—I love the entrepreneurial
class in America. I love people who have a
dream and work hard to achieve the dream.

And so—a fine-looking machine you got
here.

Bill Wright. Thank you. It’s a team effort.
We thank you, thank you for all your work
too.

The President. Do you wonder where
they got the name “Wright?” That's his
name. And his wife is the cofounder of the
company. And this is—it’s really great to be
with you.

And, Congressman, thank you for being
here. I'm proud to be with your workers.
You've got some fine workers.

Mr. Wright. We've got a great team here,
don’t we?

The President. Yes, you do. And if they
get a little more money in their pocket as
a result of the growth package, it’ll help make
sure this economy continues to grow.

Anyway, thank you all very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Bill Wright, president and
chief executive officer, Wright Manufacturing,
Inc., and his wife, Margie; and Representative
Roscoe G. Bartlett of Maryland.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 18, 2008

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order
12947, the President declared a national
emergency pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States constituted by grave acts of violence
committed by foreign terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process. On
August 20, 1998, by Executive Order 13099,
the President modified the Annex to Execu-
tive Order 12947 to identify four additional
persons, including Usama bin Laden, who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process.

Because these terrorist activities continue
to threaten the Middle East peace process
and to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
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and economy of the United States, the na-
tional emergency declared on January 23,
1995, as expanded on August 20, 1998, and
the measures adopted on those dates to deal
with that emergency must continue in effect
beyond January 23, 2008. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing for 1 year the national emergency
with respect to foreign terrorists who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 18, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:56 a.m., January 18, 2008]

NotE: This notice will be published in the Federal
Register on January 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 18, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to foreign
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process is to continue in effect
beyond January 23, 2008.

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process that led to the declaration of
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a national emergency on January 23, 1995,
as expanded on August 20, 1998, has not
been resolved. Terrorist groups continue to
engage in activities that have the purpose or
effect of threatening the Middle East peace
process and that are hostile to United States
interests in the region. Such actions con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
with respect to foreign terrorists who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace process
and to maintain in force the economic sanc-
tions against them to respond to this threat.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush
NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,

Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 12

In the morning, at Bayan Palace Guest
House in Kuwait City, Kuwait, the President
had an intelligence briefing. He then traveled
to Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, where, in a briefing
room, he met with Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq, and U.S. Ambassador to Iraq
Ryan C. Crocker. Later, he toured the Oper-
ations Center.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait City.

In the afternoon, the President met with
U.S. Embassy personnel and their families.
Later, he traveled to Kuwait International
Airport, where, upon arrival, he participated
in a greeting with Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-
Jabir al-Sabah of Kuwait. He then traveled
to Manama, Bahrain, where, upon arrival at



